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Anglicans to Restudy Relations to Proposed Ceylon Church 


(London) - A union of five Christian churches in Ceylon, to be known as 
the Church of Lanka (Ceylon), has been under consideration for more than 
20 years. Involved are the Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists, Presby- 
terians and the Church of South India (Diocese of Jaffna). 


However, the question of the new church's relationship to the Church 
of England has run into complex and sometimes heated debate in the Con- 
vocations of Canterbury and York. Particularly at issue is the question 
of inter-communion. 


A majority report issued by a joint committee of the two Convocations 
contends that the Church of Lanka would be a "true part of the universal 
Church, holding the Catholic faith and possessed of an apostolic ministry 
of bishops, priests and deacons". This report was accepted by the Houses 
of Bishops and the Houses of Clergy of both Convocations 


A minority report, however, which expressed unwillingness to enter 
into full communion with the new body, despite recognition of it as part 
of the universal Church, was accepted by the House of Clergy of the York 
Convocation, while the House of Clergy of the Canterbury Convocation post- 
poned a vote on the issue. 
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The minority report foresees the disappearance of the Anglican 
Communion in considerable areas of the world should the proposed new 
church be approved and similar union plans be adopted elsewhere. Tt 
also questioned whether unification rites would, in fact confer holy 
orders, as the majority report contends, and expressed concern over the 


fact that two of the churches involved in the proposed merger favour the 
ordination of wemen. 


Last week the Convocations sought a way out of the dilemma by the 
appointment of a joint committee to consider the problem and report on 
further steps to be taken. 


The belief has been expressed in some circles that the joint committee 
will ask the House of Clergy of the York Convocation to reconsider its 
decision and vote again in October on the inter-communion issue. 


The first move towards union was made in 1940 when the Methodist 
Church in Ceylon invited other churches to form a negotiating committee 
to explore the possibilities of union. All agreed and a committee was 
formed. All the churches represented on the committee are autonomous, 
including the Church of Ceylon (Anglican) which looks to the Lambeth 
Conference of Bishops of the Anglican Church only for guidance. The 
Lambeth Conference has already approved the plan. 


it is intended that the Church of Lanka will be divided into six 
dioceses, each with a bishop. Its ministers will be called presbyters. 
There will also be deacons. Administratively it will be one unit, but 
there will be no interference with forms of worship peculiar to any church 
or pressure on any congregation to change its present ways. 


Last week Anglican Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, of Ceylon, voiced his re- 
actions to the debate in a letter to the Church Times, an Anglican publi- 
Savion an Great Brivain. Bishop De Mel, who is the first Bishop of 
Kurunagala of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, wrote: 


"Perhaps it was too much to ask for full communion, but may one 
lovingly ask whether this was the action of people who find pleasure in 
dissolving the Anglican Communion? We have tried very strenuously to 
uphold Catholic as well as Evangelical principles, and to build as far 
as possible on the pattern of the Undivided Church... The question will 
now be asked, 'Where do we go from here?! We must turn to God for 
further guidance... A number of courses seem possible. 


"We can hardly persevere with the present scheme if there is no 


direct encouragement from Canterbury and York. We may be told to go on 
in the hope of full communion later. But this is the delay we hoped to 
avoid for good reasons; (or) we may be forced to drop this scheme 


entirely and, by arrangement with the other negotiating bodies, seek to 
follow the lines of the South Indian scheme... This would frankly change 
the centre of gravity from Canterbury to Madras." 


But, he concluded, if the Ceylonese churches contemplating merger 
"now feel unable to enter into fresh negotiations with us and should then 
Opt to join with the Church of South India, receiving the episcopate 
from that source, this would mean another Episcopal Church in this small 
island. Or is God calling us to try and build up a new scheme altogether?" 
EPS, Geneva 


___ Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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Successor Named to Dr. Reeves 


(ee. 


(Dar-es-Salaam) - The Rt. Rev. Leslie Stradling, Bishop of Southwest 
Tanganyika, has accepted the Bishopric of Johannesburg, formerly held by 
the Rt. Rev. Dr, Ambrose Reeves. 


Dr. Reeves, an opponent of the Government's apartheid policies, was 
deported from South Africa last September 48 hours after his return to the 
Union from a visit of several months in Great Britain. 


Dr. Stradling was named to the post by Dr. Joost de Blank, Archbishop 
of Capetown, and other bishops of the church. iarlier the elective 
assembly of the diocese of Johannesburg deadlocked over naming a successor 
to Dr. Reeves when non-white delegates refused to approve nominees whom 
they Regt considered "unsympathetic to the non-whites". (See BPS 
No. 19 


The new Bishop of Johannesburg, who is 53, was educated at the King 
Hdward VII School, Sheffield, and at Queen's College, Oxford, where he was 
a Scholar. Ordained in 19434, he held curacies and benefices in south 
London and was Vicar of St. Anne's, Wandsworth, before being consecrated 
Bishop of Masasi in 1945 at the age of 37. Fe was translated to the 
bishopric of Southwest Tanganyika in 1952. EPS, Geneva 


Three Missionaries Return to Congo 


(Springfield, Mo.) - Three Assemblies of God (USA) missionaries have 
returned to the Stanleyville area of Congo to inspect mission properties 
and further encourage native directors. All property is intact and pro- 
gress has been made in spite of political uncertainty, the missionaries 
have reported to church headquarters here. 


The Rev. and Mrs. J.W. Tucker have returned to Paulis where they have 
established an evangelistic centre enrolling over 200 in Sunday school. 
The Rev, John H. Friesen will assist in printing operations at Andudu 
where the plant has been moved from Gombari because major military in- 
stallations have been located there. However, the native printers have 
not missed a deadline since the beginning of uprisings in Congo, according 
to reports. 


Congolese personnel are in charge of three leper dispensaries and 
grades one through six in day schools established by Assemblies of God 
missionaries. Bible school students are directing vacation Bible schools 
for chp ldren. HPS, Geneva 


New College Proposed for Pacific Area 


(Suva, Fiji) - A proposal for a new £85,000 ($238,000) inter-church central 
college for the training of men for the ministry will be submitted to 
churches in the Pacific area. 


The proposal has been made by the Theological Education Consultation 
and parallels one made two weeks earlier by the first Conference of 
Churches and Missions. (See EPS No. 19) It was unanimously agreed that 
the site of the college should be Suva, 


a Se goa z : : , i Nox es hassogey st 
3 , s : tee 2 nee ae 


oe dk 


, : 
3 ; ‘ , . ‘e ; f ' ; . 4 ; 
ae . . rT ' } i} ’ ; . attr 7 py 7 = eae a 


isin Pe: : a ok pesomiadht Sa egsonth ofa Fa Qiemenenae 


, tied : of te } 
: se e . F; 2 5 v7 y 2 
; i Rie ; 1 bet ‘ 4 oi" y Si Gara 
é F 4 > » . 
i Yam, FEY ae Vee 
f 


PPS) pRB fy ay. . Ls Melee Laos Wa brash i“ 
Ronee tS fis ‘eetoacus Mien Tcl feaniend - aoe aaa 


i tort Bad oot * Opt wl at a pitt, F cy. Gew IEias > Nobiad. 


be Poet ‘ aa al “iN j , 7 oe 
St Ee eee Say fee he : 4 Ly : . 4 1s ae Ban 4 at godeee © 
dp . at —. a. 4 ’ 
Sane , er of Zr ee, mg WHF OOS Tee eS: tegodent | 
\ 
? 
3 my 
(mec a ‘ J 
4 kg a! * ; 7 
j x < j ay s 
CoE: Tre % 
. ? ‘ * ‘ 4 . 
‘ ae" , ry a9 
. : 7 
~¢ 
’ 
. . ~! . 
rer as 4 
, ce 
od Se ; : 
% 2 : 2 
Z zy ie ig ‘ e 
% 
te } . 4 
eR The ” y ‘ ‘ 
: 4 x 
2 . 
, § . 
’ ‘ = ‘ o) 
WP as ee . 4 . 4 
3 h : 
a 
os p wy Sn ” a <, 
: ‘ 
a 
i 
} r i 7 Be 
. auth, 
i 
' L : 
, r 
i 
j f ‘ ¥ 1 7 
h*? a) ty yig' Bie 


.No. 20 - 26th May, 1961 A 


A report said that it is the hope that the type of training given at 
the college "will make biblical and theological studies deeply relevant to 
the changing social conditions in the Pacific world", 


Denominations to be invited to participate are the Anglican, Congre- 
gational, Lutheran, Methodist and Presbyterian. 


At another session the 26 delegates agreed to launch a new journal for 
the area to be called "The Pacific Journal of Theology". First issue of 
the new publication is scheduled in December. 


The Consultation was held under the auspices of the Theological Edu- 
cation Fund of the International Missionary Council. Delegates came from 
Fiji, Western Samoa, New Guinea, the Caroline Islands, Tonga, New Hebrides, 
Gilbert Islands, Dutch New Guinea, Cook Islands, Tahiti, and Australia, 

EPS, Geneva 


Church Leaders to Study New Scholarship Aid Plan 


(Geneva) - Plans for extending its Scholarship programme will be discussed 
by the Administrative Committee of the World Council of Churches! Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees when it meets here June 5-8. 


Under discussion will be a proposal that the number of WCC scholar- 
ships for European students for study in the USA be increased by 50 per 
centerrom, 50, to 45. This will call for more places.to be found in North 
American seminaries and a new travel pool provided by the churches in 
Hurope to enable students to make use of then. (The programme for Buro- 
pean students is only part of the WCC!s seholarship work. During the 
1960-61 academic year a total of 132 students participated in the pro- 
gramme. ) 


The Committee will be asked to regard the next 10 years in Africa as 
a time of emergency in education by enabling students there to follow the 
completion of their secondary schooling with a full university course 
abroad. This plan proposes that scholarships should be available for 
professional and technological studies as well as for theological courses. 


The suggested new policy envisages encouragement being given to 
African and Asian church councils to think through what is needed to be 
done to promote Christian leadership in countries there. When these 
councils have formulated their needs these would be submitted by the WCC 
to Inter-Church agencies in the West to be underwritten. 


Chairman of the meeting will be Dr. Robert Mackie, Biggar, Scctland. 
The 12-member Committee represents churches and church agencies in the USA, 
Great Britain, Switzerland, Germany, India, and Indonesia. EPS, Geneva 


Trade Union for Clergy is Opposed 

(London) - A suggestion that clergymen have their own trade union has 
been sharply criticized by officials of the Church of England and the Free 
Churches. 


Leaders said that the proposal put forward by the Rev, Peter Blagdon- 
Gamlen, Vicar of St. Bartholomew's, Derby, in an article in his parish 
magazine, was contrary to the idea of self-sacrifice and service implicit 
in the acceptance of the vocation. 
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Mr, Blagdon-Gamlen had written: "Nobody thinks the worse of medical 
doctors (or) teachers" because they have unions. "We need to form a 
strong body to prevent the clergy from being exploited on all sides. We 
need to unite to negotiate stipends that amount to a living wage, to bring 
our professional service rates in line with other professions, to get some 
pension scheme for widows and a better one for ourselves." Bishops, he 
added, would not be in the union "for they are more like the employers". 


The Rev. Harold Riley, synodical secretary to the Convocation of 
Canterbury (Anglican), said that anything in the way of self-seeking would 
be abhorrent to most clergy ané would gravely injure their influence for 
2oodse..!! 


Dr. A.R. Vine, general secretary of the Free Church General Council, 
Said that the whole idea of an organization to negotiate wages was contrary 
to the understanding of the calling of the ministry, and that if clergy 


wanted anything they should go to their congregations, "The word trade 
union", he said, "holds the threat of strikes and joint action which is 
repugnant". BPS, Geneva 


Debate on Soctal PeOued ty «Ba for Italian Protestant Clergy Deferrec 


(Rome ) ~ Further discussion on the new social security bill for Protestant 
ministers in Italy has been postponed by the Chamber of Deputies. 


The body decided to defer discussion in order to provide more tire to 
confer with Protestant leaders efter spokesmen for the Federal Council of 
Evangelical Churches in Italy had denounced the bill as discriminatory. 


The bill before the Chamber would have granted benefits to only the 
270 Evangelical clergymen who have been granted government approval to 
celebrate civil marriages. The Evangelical churches have a total of 360 
ministers. 


BRarlier the Chamber had approved a similar bill relating to Roman 
Catholic priests which included the church's 45,750 lay priests. 


The Council had protested that while it considers it the churches! 
duty to take care of its retired ministers, if the government wishes to 
take over this responsibility, it should do so without confessional dis- 
crimination. Further it said, the bill would give the government the 
right to determine who should be considered clergy. 


Several Republican, Liberal, Social Democratic and Socialist deputies 
supported the Council's view in preliminary discussions. However, the 
Minister of the Interior spoke in defence of the bill on the grounds that 
the Italian constitution establishes the pre-eminence of the Catholic 
Church. 


Reports indicated that Protestant leaders are hopeful further talks 
with government leaders will result in agreement and open the way to 
working agreements between the church and state envisaged by the cons i- 
tution, but not yet drafted. EPS, Geneva 
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Missienaries Defend United Church in Japan 


(Hakone-Yumoto) - One hundred and six Methodist missionaries to Japan, all 
of whom work with the United Church of Christ of Japan (of whieh Methodism 
is a part), have issued a statement reaffirming their belief in the vitality 
of the United Church. 


Meeting in April at Hakone-Yumoto, the missionaries said they drafted 
their statement in answer to some American church leaders who have used the 
Japan United Church to illustrate doubts as to the desirability of united 
church movements. 


(The Japan United Church has been cited by both proponents and opponents 
of church union in a continuing debate, set off by the proposal by thesher. 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA, for a merger of his church with the Protestant Episeopal Church, 
the Methodist Church and the United Church of Christ in America. The 
latter denomination resulted from the recent merger of the Congregational 
Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church. ) 


All Methodist missionaries to Japan are affiliated with the United 
Church of Christ as Methodism is one of the major denominational traditions 
represented in the United Church. 


The missionaries! statement "welcomes this opportunity to affirm our 
belief in the activity of the Holy Spirit in the emergence and continued 
Peres ote chaise church. It declared: 


MWe rejoice that, under God, the United Church of Christ in Japanviee 
carving out forms of proclaiming the Gospel appropriate for Japan; involv- 
ing herself in the sacrifice and pain of finding and accepting unity in 
Christ; growing, and now includes nearly half of the Protestant Christians 
in Japan; discovering depths of Christian fellowship enriched by the heri- 
tage of the 34 denominational traditions which merged to make this church; 
sharing increasingly in the world mission of the Church, now providing 
workers and missionaries for service in Canada, Brazil, Bolivia, United 
States, Okinawa, Taiwan, Thailand and India. 


The Methodist missionaries met in conjunction with a conference of all 
of the missionaries affiliated with the United Church. The conference 
brought together more than 400 missionaries of eight denominations in the 
United States and Canada. The missionaries centred their programme around 
the study theme for the coming world Council of Churches! Third Assembly in New 
Delhi late this year. The theme, “Jesus Christ, the Light of the Woriaes 
was borne out in Bible study, in addresses and in discussion groups. 

EPS, Geneva 


Two New Staff Named by WCC 

(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced the appointment of 
timo new executive start — one to its Division of -Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees and one to the Department of Faith and Order, the unit 
which deals with matters of doctrinal differences between the churches and 
organization barriers to Christian unity. 


The Rev. Theodore Tschuy, a Swiss Methodist pastor who has supervised 
inter-church aid programmes for the past three years in Chile, has been 
named Secretary for Latin America of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees. 
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In Chile Mr. Tschuy worked as director of the Ayuda Cristiana Evan- 
gelica (Evangelical Council of (hate), Following the series of earth- 
quakes which swept Chile last May he headed the relief operation for the 
Council through which churches around the world gave over $130,000 for 
rehabilitation and reconstruction. 


Karlier he had worked for two years on the staff of the Immigration 
Department of Church World Service, New York. relief agency of the'US 
churches. 


The new member of the Faith and Order Department staff is Dr. Lukas 
Vischer, who has been pastor of the Reformed Church of Schaffhausen, 
Switzerland, for the past eight years. Mr. Vischer has studied at the 
Universities of Basel, Switzerland; Strasbourg, France; and Géttingen, 
Germany, and at Mansfield College, Oxford University, England. He 
received his doctorate in 1952. 


He is a member of the Hcumenicai Commission of the Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches of Switzerland and the author of several books and publi- 
cations, including "Basilius the Great - A Study of the Chureh Father of 


Pics HoOurtha wentury™ sand "“Vhe History of Confirmation". He is also co- 
editor of a series of studies being published by the Evangelical Church 
Press, Zurich. BPS, Geneva 


a 


(Geneva). - A plan for rewriting manuals for all the basic studies of 
theology in the Rumanian Orthodox Church is almost completed, according 
to the Rev. Alf Johansen of the Danish Lutheran Church, who has just 
returned from a three weeks! visit to the Orthodox Theological Institute 
at Bucharest. 


The plan was approved by the Patriarch Justinian in 1949, and sub- 
stantial volumes have now been published in several areas, Mr. Johansen 
has reported. He said the writings reveal a thorough knowledge of 
Western Protestant and Roman Catholic theology up to the year 1940. He 
attributed this to the fact that of the 21 professors, lecturers and 
assistants now on the staff of the Theological Institute, 17 studied for 
periods of three or four years in other countries prior to 1940. 


Mr. Johansen, who has made a number of visits to churches in south- 
east Hurope in recent years and studied the publications in their original 
languages, has recommended them as "a remarkable corpus of genuinely 
Orthodox theology (which) deserves the attention of theologians outside 
Rumania". EPS, Geneva 


Ghana Government Would Legalize Polygamy 


(Accra) - Moves in two fields by the Ghana Governnent provoked sharp 
comments from church officials last week. 


The first was a government-published white paper proposing legali- 
gation of the traditional system of polygamy and "common law" marriages. 
The paper suggests that while a man would be allowed to have only one 
legal wife, she would no longer have grounds for divorce if he entered 
into a common law marriage with another woman. He would, however, be 
legally responsible for all children born of this second union. 
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The Rt. Rev. Reginald Roseveare, Anglican Bishop of Accra, ‘and 
various other church leaders, have denounced the plan. Bishop Roseveare 
commented: "If polygamy is legalized in Ghana, there must at least be 


provision for a woman who has mavried expecting a monogamous marriage to 
break off that marriage". 


Another controversial issue is a government announcement that it plans 
to cut the amount of air time of religious broadcasts in the country from 
105 minutes to 45 minutes per week. 


Under the new regulations a half-hour Sunday service broadcast in 
English will be cut to fifteen minutes and will be aired only once a month. 
In its place on other Sundays will be a broadcast in the local language. 
However the present Sunday afternoon broadcast in local languages will be 
discontinued, as will a mid-week service in English. A programme of five- 
minute daily morning prayers will be.continued. EPS, Geneva 


Episcopalian Bishop Leaves Cuba 


(New York) - The Rt. Rev. Alexander Hugo Blankingship, D.D., has resigned 
as Episcopalian Bishop of Cuba after 34 years in that country. 


Bishop Blankingship left Cuba at the end of April to return to the 
United States, Under normal circumstances, his retirement would have 
come in 1966. 


Affairs of the Episcopal Church in Cuba are being administered by 
Dean Romualdo Gonzales-Agueros, senior priest of the Church in Havana, 
who has moved into the bishop's house. 


Third bishop of the Missionary District of Cuba, Bishop Blankingship 
has spent all but three years of his ministry there. 


Meanwhile, a highly-placed Vatican source said last week that despite 
the widening gulf between the Cuban leader and the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Vatican will not break diplomatic relations with the country. 


However, he said that if Cuba declared the Apostolic Nuncio to that 
country "persona non grata", then the Holy See would consider relations 
broken. But, he stressed, that action would have to come-from Cuba and 
not the. Vatican. 


Some 2,000 priests and nuns have indicated their desire to leave Cuba 
since nationalization of private schools on May 3. Of these, 140 clergy- 
men sailed for Spain last Saturday and another ship is expected in Havana 
within two weeks to repatriate many other Spanish clergymen. (See EPS No. 19) 

; EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Moscow Radio in its foreign language broadcasts is urging religious 
leaders around the world to participate in the International Christian 
Peace Conference to be held mid-June at Prague, Czechoslovakia. 


* * * 
Cardinal Liénard, Bishop of Lille, France, has established an 
information centre for Christian Unity in his diocese. 


* * * 
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Work has begun in the Hague, the Netherlands, on converting. the 
Protestant pavilion of the 1958 Brussels World Fair into a Protestant. 
church for use of Americans living in the Dutch capital. Several rooms 
have been added to the building which was moved to the Hague by barge. 
The $200,000 cost of conversion is being contributed by Protestants in 
the Netherlands, the USA and other parts of the world. 


* * * 


Queen Elizabeth, the Duke of Edinburgh and other members of the Royal 
Family attended the consecration last week of the new cathedral of the 


-Guildford diocese. The cathedral, begun more than 30 years ago, is only 


the second entirely new cathedral built on a new site in Britain in 400 
years. (The first was the Liverpool Cathedral dedicated in 1924.) 
Twenty-two bishops and 16 visiting deans and provosts were among the 
congregation of 1,500 persons. 


*% * * 


The Church of Scotland has announced that Dr. A.C. Craig, newly-. 
installed Moderator of the General Assembly, will visit Rome to attend 
the centenary celebration of the Church of Scotland in Itely later this 
year. He is also scheduled to visit Scottish churches in Jerusalem and 
Lausanne, Switzerland, on. the same tour. 


Ge ee 


Bishop Stephen Bayne, executive officer of the Anglican Communion, 
spent last week in Spain and Portugal on an official visit to the Spanish 
Reformed Episcopal Church and the Lusitanian Church, respectively. The 
visit was in preparation for the establishment of a concordat of full 
communion between the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 
and the two churches, which it. is hoped will be achieved later this year 
at a general convention of the US church. 


* was tar 


The Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland has recommended 
a year-long "Bread for Our Brothers" campaign to its member churches. 
The appeal, scheduled to start in September, will be in addition to the 
churches! current fund appeal for assistance to under-developed countries. 


* * * 


Protestant leaders in Austria have protested against a government 
plan to curtail the time allotted to church broadcasting. A letter 
sent to the government by the Rev. Georg Traar, president of the Protest- 
and Broadcasting Service, said that "in this time when materialism reigns 
supreme, both in the East and the West, the Church must avail itself of 
every opportunity to spread its message..." 


* * * 


An appeal by the Methodist Church of South Africa for multi-racial 
consultations to provide a "bridge" between the races in the Union, has 
been rejected by the government. A government spokesman said that such 
conventions urged by "those seeking to undermine the government's policies 
and justice for the white man" would.not be held, BPS, Geneva 


